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W h e n e v e r 
we encoun-
ter a person 
who is trans, 
let us  wel-
come them 
as     Jesus 
would ac-

cept them.   
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Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church, 

On June 7, 2015, St. Peter’s Church celebrated our annual LGBTi Pride Sunday.  
While in years past, the sermon focused on the experience of lesbians and gay 
men, this year’s reflection was a “Conversation Sermon” on Welcoming the 
Transgender person.  Michael Petti and I collaborated on studying and reflecting 
on the experience of Transgender persons.  We shared our reflection with the 

parish.  

This initiative emerged from the dialogue happening in the press related to the 
trans community.  While a good deal of the coverage borders on the sensation-
al, we were asking ourselves the questions about: What do we as a community 
know of the experience of trans persons?  Where is God in the experience of 

trans persons?  How would we welcome a trans person into our community?  

We began by distinguishing between Gender Roles and Gender Identity.  We live 
in a society with shifting Gender Roles.  At one time all boys had blue rooms and 
girls had pink rooms.  Now children’s rooms come in a variety of colors.  Gender 
Identity addresses how a person understands themselves as either male or fe-
male.  For most of us, our gender identity is identical to our body’s gender.  If 
we have a male body our gender identity is male.  If we have a female body our 
gender identity is female.  A trans person feels that their gender identity does 

not match their body’s gender.   

Gender Identity is not Sexual Orientation.  Gender Identity is not determined by 
the costume or clothing a person wears.  Gender Identity includes persons living 

in a variety of relationships including married, single, celibate, and dating.   

God creates us with our Gender Identity and the book of Genesis says that all 
God creates is good.  Jesus extends a welcome to all persons, especially those 
who are marginalized.  Whenever we encounter a person who is trans, let us 

welcome them as Jesus would accept them.   

Michael reminded us that we should not treat a trans person with either fear or 

pity but with love and compassion.   

A few months ago a trans woman came to discuss with me her experience of 
church at a local Pentecostal church, which is her religious tradition.  She had 
seen the rainbow flag outside our Parish Hall and thought it would be a welcom-
ing community.  She considered that the difference in worship styles to be too 
much of a stretch for her.  I pray that another trans person would find that we 

would welcome them as a member of the Body of Christ which we form.   

Peace.  

Peter De Franco+ OSB 

Letter of the Rector 
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Worship and Spirituality 

 Special Celebrations during the Summer Months 

The pattern of the Liturgy during the summer involves 
the weekly celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection.  The 
liturgy falls into a rhythm of weekly green vestments 
which remind us of the green that we see in trees and 

grass.   

To break up the pattern of this season, St. Peter’s 
Church celebrates the feast of St. Mary Magdalene on 

July 26 and of St. Mary the Virgin on August 16.   

 While many 
people imagine that St. 
Mary is only venerated 
in the Roman Catholic 
and Orthodox church-
es, her images are still 
seen throughout Eng-
land.  On the side por-
tal of Westminster Ab-
bey, a large statue of 
Mary holding Christ the 
Lord stands in the cen-
tral position and domi-
nates the scene.  A 
similar statue appears 
at the entrance to the 
Yorkminster Chapter 

House.  The feast of St. Mary is celebrated on August 15.  
In both the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Traditions, 
that day celebrates Mary’s bodily assumption into heav-
en.  While the collect for the day refers to that event, in 
the request that we “share with her the glory of your 
eternal kingdom,” Episcopalians do not hold as a doc-

trine that Mary was taken into heaven.   

 Since  Mother Lorraine began the M&M’s, the St. 
Mary Magdalene Monday Morning Group, the parish has 
remembered their Patroness by celebrating her feast. 

Confirmation at the Cathedral 

Four young men from St. Peter’s Church were con-
firmed by Bishop Mark Beckwith at Trinity and St. 
Philip’s Cathedral in Newark on Saturday, May 2, 
2015 at 10 AM.   Jason Hopkins, Nicholas Muller, 
Marco Tobass and John Villanueva participated in a 
two year process of study, community service and 
a diocesan retreat in preparation for this signifi-
cant day.  Confirmation marks their adult commit-
ment to our Lord Jesus Christ and their strengthen-
ing by the Holy Spirit for the Christian Life.   
 
The Catechism of the Episcopal Church defines 
Confirmation in the following way:   
Q.  What is Confirmation?   
A. Confirmation is the rite in which we express a 
mature commitment to Christ, and receive 
strength from the Holy Spirit through prayer and 
the laying on of hands by a bishop. 
Q. What is required of those to be confirmed?  
A. It is required of those to be confirmed that they 
have been baptized, are sufficiently instructed in 
the Christian Faith, are penitent for their sins, and 
are ready to affirm their confession of Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Lord. 
 
Members of the Congregation who have not been 
confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church 
can consider taking that step.  Adults preparing for 
Confirmation or Reception into the Episcopal 
Church meet with the Rector for a series of classes 
discussing the Spiritual Life, the Scripture, a histo-
ry of the Anglican Communion, the structure of the 
Episcopal Church and discerning a place in the 
church. Classes will begin in the Fall.   
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Education  

Fall Sunday School  

This fall, the Sunday School will offer two classes.  The 
new Confirmation class will begin their two year pro-
gram with three students.  Since the Diocese requires 
that a person be in the 8th Grade when they are con-
firmed, Alana Muller will be in the program for 3 years 
since she will not be in the 8th grade when she finishes 
the first two years.  These students preparing for Confir-
mation will select a mentor to work with them during 
the confirmation process.  They will meet with their 
mentors and develop a relationship of support.  Gladys 
Hughes and Michael Petti will again lead this formation 

class.   

Since only one other student will be in the younger chil-
dren’s class, we will have a teacher and a helper to 

work with this young man.    

Spiritual Seekers 

Mother Lorraine continues her Wednesday Night 
group called Spiritual Seekers.  The group gathers 
on the first and third Wednesdays of the month 
at 7:30 PM in Mother Lorraine’s office to discuss a 
topic of interest to the spiritual lives of the par-
ticipants.  Recent meetings looked at the influ-
ence of childhood images of God, methods of 
prayer.  At one meeting members brought in pic-
tures of what they considered God looked like.  
The meetings conclude with either Compline or 
they integrate the conversations into an informal 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  During the 
months of July and August, the group will gather 

only on the third Wednesday of the month.   

Parish Library in Conference Room 

St. Peter’s Church offers a library of religious 
books for members of the parish.  Recently the 
books were reorganized and some outdated vol-
umes discarded.  The library provides basic books 
in the study of the Bible, Theology, Liturgy, 
Church History, Episcopal Studies and Spiritual 

Books.   

Some members of the Wednesday Bible Study 
Group asked if the church could provide a library 
of books related to the Spiritual Journey.  Mother 
Lorraine will work with the members of the Bible 
Study group to select and purchase books which 
will help the members of the parish to better un-

derstand and practice their faith.   

Any member of the parish can borrow books from 
the library.  The borrowing process works on the 
honor basis.  You borrow a book and return it 

when you are finished using it.   

Parish Staff 
Clergy: 

The Reverend Peter De Franco,   Rector 

The Reverend Lorraine Dughi,     Pastoral Associate 

 

St. Peter’s Church 

Wardens 

Victoria Hollis & Thomas Hughes, Wardens  

Vestry  

Class of 2016:  Janet Wells, Nancy Young 

Class of 2017:  Tara Fueshko 
Class of 2018:   Ellen Lowney (2), Luis Gomez, 
Sonia Petriello. 

 

Treasurer:  John Tauber    

Assistant Treasurer:  Jilian Fueshko 

 

Delegates to Convention 

Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson,  

Michael Petti (Alternate) 

 

Staff:   

Nicholas Hopkins Organist and Choir Director 

Tara Fueshko, Youth Ministry Director 

Angie Rispoli, Parish Administrator 

Marcin Iwanicki, Sexton  
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Parish News 

Relay for Life Garden 

 
Members of St. Peter’s Church joined with the Pio-
neers and Relay for Life team members in creating a 
Relay for Life Garden of Purple Flowers.  The garden 
includes a lilac bush, Siberian Irises, and Russian 
Sage. The design for the garden was taken from Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens.   
In preparing the garden, the Hostas which had been 
in the garden found a new home along the side of the 
church.  The Shasta daisies were planted on the side 
entrance of the parish hall.   
The garden marked a coming together of three 
groups from St. Peter’s Church and the Community 
who support Relay for Life.   
 

Market Fair Continues to be a Success 
The Market Fair continues to be a major fundraiser 
for St. Peter’s Church.  On the first and third Satur-
days of the month, members of the parish organize a 
Rummage Sale in the Parish Hall while outside ven-
dors sell their items in a Flea Market in the Parking 
Lot.  A steady and regular number of customers find 
bargains in household items, jewelry and clothing.   
A devoted team of helpers collect items from Furni-
ture Assist along with donations from the community.  
The set up team spends a great deal of time on 
Thursday and Friday sorting the items for sale.   
 As of July 19, the Market Fair has raised 
$11,534. in 2015.  Since Market Fair began in March 
2011, the Market Fair raised $88,632.33  
 Thanks to the Market Fair Team! 

Rector makes First Profession of Vows 

Fr. Peter, who is a member of the Companions of 
St. Luke, a dispersed Benedictine Community in 
the Episcopal Church, has joined with two other 
monks and a nun and professed first vows of Con-
version of Life, Obedience and Stability as a Bene-
dictines.  This profession marks the conclusion of a 
three year period of formation and discernment.   
Benedictine monks and nuns take the traditional 
monastic vows of Conversion of Life, which re-
quires that they live in the pattern of the monastic 
life as laid out in the Rule of St. Benedict and the 
Constitutions of the Companions of St. Luke, Obe-
dience to the Abbot of the Community and Stabil-
ity in the community so the members remain in 
the community where they made their monastic 
profession.  After the profession of vows, the 
monks and nuns sign a copy of their profession on 
the altar as a sign of joining their consecration to 
the action of Christ in his dying and rising.  The 
newly professed members exchange a short black 
belt of novices for a long black belt of the pro-
fessed.  They also use the letters, OSB, Order of 
St. Benedict, after their names.  The event was 
part of a week long convocation at Conception Ab-
bey in Missouri.  During the convocation, the 
monks and nuns welcomed a new  Bishop Visitor, 
William Franklin of the Diocese of Western New 
York, elected a new Abbot to lead the community, 
witnessed the Solemn Profession of two monks & a 
nun and the renewal of annual vows of a monk and 
oblate members and welcomed new members into 
the community.  These events took place within 
the context of praying the four hours of the daily 
office, sharing meals together,  spending time in 

prayer and in community gatherings.   
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New Projects to Renovate St. Peter’s 

The Project Team has begun their work on new 
projects to improve and update the campus of St. 

Peter’s Church.  

The Project Team is chaired by Lissette Lombana 
with the following members:  Sharon Boccadoro. 
the Rev. Peter De Franco, and Wardens Victoria 
Hollis and Tom Hughes.  All these members had 
been on the committee which developed the Five 

Year Plan for the Parish.   

The first task of the team was to determine which 
projects they would take on as part of the renova-
tion.  In a parish wide consultation, they solicited 
responses from the Parish to determine which pro-
jects would be developed and which ones modified 

or eliminated.   

Their first priority is to reduce the cost of running 
the church and parish hall by arresting the loss of 
energy through old windows and doors, inefficient 
heating unit and outdated lighting.  They are work-
ing with the Board of Public Utilities who will do an 
energy audit of the plant to identify those areas 
that need remediation.  The BPU offers financial 
assistance in updating heating and air conditioning 
units as well as updating lighting which would lead 

to lower energy costs.   

A second priority lies in remediating the asbestos 
tile flooring in the church.  Since some of these 
tiles are lifting and causing a health hazard, they 
are identifying contractors who will remove the 

present flooring and replace it with new flooring.  

The Project Team has developed a process for 
working various projects,  They are seeking Project 
Managers who will oversee the different efforts.  A 
Project Manager will interface with contractors to 
secure three bids for each project.  The Manager 
will present the bids to the Project Team who will 
approve the final project.  The Project Manager 

will oversee the implementation of the project.  

Lissette Lombana will work with individuals who 

volunteer for the various projects.   

A letter was sent out to the members of the parish 
describing this process and inviting them to become 
Project Managers.  The Communicant will update 

the parish on the process of the projects.   

Expansion of Columbarium  

The Columbarium in All Saints Chapel has been expand-
ed to include another sixteen niches.  Since all the pre-
sent columbarium is already filled, reserved or pur-
chased, it was necessary to expand the columbarium for 
the next set of niches.  John Tauber put together the 
metal structure that houses the niches and is concealed 
by the bronze plaques that protect the niches.  John 
expertly crafted the new wooden structure which 
frames the columbarium.  A third expansion is included 
in the present expansion with the section for the niches 

covered by a burgundy covered panel.  

The Columbarium provides a place where cremains can 
find their final resting place in the church.  Churchyards 
have traditionally been the place where people have 
been buried.  While St. Peter’s Church never had a 
churchyard for burials, the columbarium provides a 
place where cremains can find their burial place and 
that in the very place where the person had wor-

shipped.   

Niches cost $500 per unit.  A person can reserve a niche 
and pay the cost of the niche in a payment plan. Month-
ly payments can be arranged so a person can have a 

place after their death.   

All Saints Chapel received its name from the generous 
donation of the carved statue of St. Peter in the chapel 
from All Saints Episcopal Church in Orange.  The chapel 
also includes historic stained glass and the Baptismal 

Font from the original St. Peter’s Church.    

Parish News Project Team 
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Interfaith Activities 
Exotic Floral Arrangement by Administrator 

Angie, Rispoli, the Parish Administrator, brings many 
talents to the table.   At another time, Angie ran a 
Flower Shop.  She brought her talent as a florist to 
prepare a pair of floral arrangements used in 
Church.  This more exotic display was especially 
suited for the feast of Pentecost and blended well 
with the red vestments.  Angie found an arrange-
ment on a floral display web page on which she 

modeled the arrangements.   

Since the cost of flowers has increased and fewer 
people donate flowers for the altar, the Altar Guild 
has used arrangements of silk flowers to decorate 
the sanctuary. Presently, there are arrangements 

for Easter, Pentecost, the summer and the Fall.   

In years past, people donated certificates of deposit 
to the Altar Guild to use the interest on the certifi-
cates to pay for flowers.  Since interest rates have 
dropped, all the donors are remembered once a 

year with a bouquets of fresh flowers.  

These flowers are usually given to homebound mem-

bers of the parish.   

Ramadan:  Questions and Answers 

What are the dates of Ramadan? 

Because the cycle of the lunar calendar does not 
match the solar calendar, the dates of Ramadan shift 
by approximately 11 days each year. In 2015, Ramadan 
is expected to begin on Thursday, June 18, in the Unit-
ed States, although the date is only confirmed once 
the moon is sighted. The ending of Ramadan is marked 
by the holiday of Eid al-Fitr, which takes place either 
29 or 30 days after the beginning of the month. On Eid 
al-Fitr, morning prayers are followed by feasting and 

celebration among family and friends. 

What is the history of Ramadan? 

Ramadan is the 9th month of the Islamic calendar. The 
term Ramadan literally means scorching in Arabic. It 
was established as a Holy Month for Muslims after the 
Quran was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad in 610 
CE on the occasion known as Laylat al-Qadr, frequently 

translated as "the Night of Power." 

What are the daily fasting requirements? 

During the month of Ramadan, most Muslims fast from 
dawn to sunset with no food or water. Before sunrise 
many Muslims have the Suhur or predawn meal. At sun-
set families and friends gather for Iftar which is the 
meal eaten by Muslims to break the fast. Many Muslims 
begin the meal by eating dates as the Prophet used to 

do. 

What are the expectations towards charity? 

Charity is an important part of Ramadan. The fast em-
phasizes self-sacrifice and using the experience of hun-
ger to grow in empathy with the hungry. During Rama-
dan, Muslim communities work together to raise mon-
ey for the poor, donate clothes and food, and hold If-

tar dinners for the less fortunate. 

What scriptural study do Muslims take part in? 

Many Muslims use Ramadan to read the entire Quran or 
read the Quran daily. Many communities divide the 
Quran into daily reading segments that conclude on Eid 

al-Fitr at the end of Ramadan. 

These questions and answers were taken from The 

Huffington Post  
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St. Peter’s Haven  

Community Gardens at St. Peter’s Haven  

St. Peter’s Haven has received grants from City Green 
and from the Episcopal Diocese of Newark to begin a 
Community Garden.  The garden has two locations:  four 
beds in the backyard adjoining the church and two beds 
at the second shelter operated by St. Peter’s Haven.  
The Community Garden was initially constructed by 
members of Liberty Mutual Insurance Company who par-
ticipated in two work days at St. Peter’s Haven.  They 
built the six wooden frames for the raised beds, lined 
the frames with weed protecting fabric and filled the 
beds with topsoil.  The beds will be planted and tended 
by members of the Food Pantry and residents at the 
shelters.  The people who participate in the care of the 

gardens will harvest the produce from the gardens.   

Community Gardens form part of a broader program to 
introduce Urban Gardens into cities.  Urban Gardens al-
low people who live in the city to grow their own 
healthy produce for consumption.  In collaboration with 
the Passaic County Board of Freeholders, City Green op-
erates Dig In, a program to financially support Commu-

nity Gardens.   

City Green is located on the former Schultheis Farm, a 
five acre urban farm purchased by the city of Clifton 
with funds from the Passaic County Open Space pro-
gram.  Two and a half acres of the farm produce vege-
tables, one acre is an educational farm which includes 
perennial gardens to attract bees and other cultivators 
and to support local birds.  City Green also includes a 

chicken house and a small flock of goats.   

General Convention of the Episcopal Church 

 Every 
three years, 
the Episcopal 
Church gathers 
in Convention 
to discuss the 
life and minis-
try of the Epis-
copal Church.  
Similar in 
structure to 
the Congress, 
the Bishop 

meet in the House of Bishops and other Clergy and 
members of the Laity meet in the House of Dele-
gates (pictured at the 2012 Convention).  This year, 
the General Convention runs from June 25 through 

July 3, 2015.   

 

The Web Page of General Convention describes the 

work of General Convention:   

• The General Convention is the governing body of 
The Episcopal Church. It is a bicameral legislature 
that includes the House of Deputies, with more than 
800 members (up to four clergy and four lay persons 
from each diocese); and the House of Bishops, with 

over 300 active and resigned bishops. 

• General Convention gathers every three years. The 
2015 meeting will convene in Salt Lake City, Utah 
for a nine-day legislative session (June 25 –July 3, 
2015), and will be the 78th General Convention of 

the Church. 

• The work of General Convention includes adopting 
legislation of concern to the Church; amending the 
Book of Common Prayer, the Constitution, and the 
Canons of the Church; adopting a triennial budget 
for The Episcopal Church; and electing candidates to 
offices, boards and other committees. This work in 
undertaken in support of the mission and ministry of 
the Church, and with prayerful gratitude and spiritu-

al discernment. 

  

 The Episcopal Diocese of Newark has elected 
a delegation of clergy and laity to attend General 
Convention.  Bishop Mark Beckwith heads the dele-
gation along with 50 other delegates, alternate del-

egates and support staff.   

General Convention 
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From around the Country 

 

 

 

 

The Episcopal Church USA  

African American Churches firebombed in the 

South after Charleston Murders 

Several historic Black Churches have been firebombed 
in the wake of the murder of nine members of Em-
manuel AME Church in Charleston.  The cause of the 
fire at Mount Zion AME Church in Greeleyville is not 
yet known, but two weeks since the Charleston shoot-
ing have seen several incidents of arson.  Mount Zion 
AME Church was firebombed in 1995 by the Ku Klux 
Klan.  Two men pleaded guilty of the arson along with 
an attack on another African American Church.  While 
unofficial reports indicate the fire may not be arson 
but related to lightning strikes, other churches in the 

South have been the victims of arson:   

* June 26: Greater Miracle Apostolic in Tallahassee, 
Florida. The fire was likely caused by a tree limb fall-
ing on power lines. * June 26: Glover Grovery Baptist 
in Warrenville, South Carolina. The cause has not 
been determined, but investigators observed no ele-
ment of criminal intent. * June 24: Briar Creek Road 
Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, which houses 
both black and Nepalese congregations. Fire investi-
gators ruled that fire an arson, and though they have 
not seen evidence that hate was a motivation for the 
crime, they are not ruling it out. * June 21: College 
Hill Seventh-day Adventist in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Investigators ruled it an arson but they say nothing so 
far has indicated a hate crime. ATF and other agen-
cies said that it looked like vandalism. * June 21: 
God's Power Church of Christ in Macon, Georgia. In-
vestigators believe the blaze might be arson. ATF is 
investigating but no ruling has been made. The church 
had recently been broken into and air conditioners 

and sound systems stolen. 

 

Michael Curry — New Presiding Bishop  

The Episcopal Church’s Gen-
eral Convention made history 
June 27 when it chose Dio-
cese of North Carolina Bishop 
Michael Curry to be its 27th 

presiding bishop. 

Curry, 62, was elected by the 
House of Bishops from a slate 
of four nominees on the 
first ballot. He received 121 votes of a total 174 

cast.  

“It really is a blessing and privilege to serve our 
church and to serve our Lord in this way,” he said. 
“I treasure this church, this house, the House of 

Bishops, all of us. We are God’s children.” 

Curry said The Episcopal Church is “the church 

where I learned about Jesus.” 

“This is a good and wonderful church and we are 
good and wonderful people and I thank God to be 
one of the baptized among you,” Curry said, add-

ing, “My heart is really full.” 

“We’ve got a society where there are challenges 
before us and there are crises all around us. And 
the church has challenges before it,” he said. “We 
got a God and there really is a Jesus, and we are 
part of the Jesus Movement. Nothing can stop the 

movement of God’s love in this world” 

Curry has been North Carolina’s 11th diocesan bish-
op since he was ordained and consecrated on June 
17, 2000. He was the rector of St. James’ Episcopal 
Church, Baltimore, Maryland, when he was elected 
to the see on Feb. 11, 2000. He is also the current 
chair of Episcopal Relief & Development’s Board of 

Directors. 

This makes the second time in a row that the Gen-
eral Convention made history with its election of a 
presiding bishop. In 2006, Katherine Jefferts Schori 
became the first woman ever elected presiding 
bishop of The Episcopal Church. She was also the 
first female among the primates, or ordained lead-
ers, of the Anglican Communion’s 38 provinces, a 

distinction she still holds. 

Curry’s election also made history by being the first 
time a presiding bishop was chosen on the first bal-

lot. 


