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Lent and Easter 
proved to be unique 
moments of prayer 
and reflection as we 
used different ways 
to encounter the 
Risen Christ in art, 
drama, music and 

song.   
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Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church, 

The first gift of the Risen Christ to the church is peace.  When the Gospel ac-
cording to John describes the appearance of the Risen Christ to the disciples 
assembled in the Upper Room, the first words spoken by Jesus are “Peace be 
with you.”  One week later, when Thomas joins the disciples on the Sunday fol-

lowing Easter, again Jesus greets them with the words:  “Peace be with you.”   

The peace which Jesus gives us consists in the deep state of connections and 
justice which unify the people of God.  The Hebrew word for peace is Shalom.  
When the Jewish prophets spoke of the new reign of God among us, they de-
scribe is as a reign of Shalom.  Because Shalom eliminates violence, even the 
lion and the lamb can dwell together.  Because Shalom fosters justice, all peo-
ple will find enough bread to eat.  Because Shalom establishes right relation-

ships, all brokenness will be restored to wholeness. 

Whenever we gather for the Holy Eucharist, we conclude the service of the 
Word of God with the sharing of the peace.  This ritual sharing of peace involves 
more than a mini-social hour during the service.  The Peace comes as a conse-
quence of the confession and absolution.  We confess that we have broken our 
relationship with God and one another by sin.  We receive the absolution of our 
sin by the ministry of the priest.  The peace was placed at  that moment in the 
liturgy for a reason.  We should find out anyone in the church with whom our 
relationship might be broken and restore that relationship to Shalom, to peace, 

by  greeting them and healing our relationship. 

The restoration of broken relationships, the offering and receiving of for-
giveness, identifies us as Christians.  Jesus tells us:  “If you are offering your 
gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother or sister and then come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5: 23, 24)  
In obedience to these words of Jesus, the framers of the Book of Common Pray-
er restored the ancient practice of sharing the peace in 1979 with our new Pray-
er Book.  We share the peace with one another as a sign that we are united with 
all our brothers and sisters and to restore our relationships with one another if 

those relationship are broken.   

As we gather week by week, as we receive forgiveness for our sins, may our 
sharing of the Peace truly unite us with one another and be a real sign of the 

forgiving and reconciling love which the Risen Christ brings among us.    

Peace.  

Peter De Franco+ 

Letter of the Rector 
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Worship and Spirituality 

 Ash Wednesday:  St. Peter’s on the 

Street and on Television  

On Ash Wednesday, the clergy of St. Peter’s Church 

hit the streets to distribute ashes in Clifton and 

Belleville.  Fr. Peter and Ross were at the Allwood 

Road Bus Station and Mother Lorraine and Vinnette 

took a position at the Belleville Post Office.  Pastor 

Jeff Miller from 1st Lutheran and Pastor Cheryl Kin-

caid from 1st Presbyterian were dusting heads at 

the Clifton Train Station.  News 12 from Cablevision 

contacted the Church and took pictures during the 

12 noon Holy Eucharist and Distribution of Ashes.   

News 12 covered Ash 

Wednesday with a procession 

with Pope Francis in Rome 

followed by scenes from the 

Ash Wednesday Holy Eucha-

rist at St. Peter’s Church.   

Mother Lorraine and Ross 

conducted a service at 

Chestnut Hill Home for their 

residents.   

At the 12 Noon Holy Eucha-

rist, the congregation includ-

ed a number of young adults 

from a local home.  We are 

trying to find out the home 

where they live.   

Holy Week at St. Peter’s Church  

St. Peter’s Church experienced a new pattern for 
the Holy Week Services.  Presented as One Service 
over Three Days, the liturgy began on Maundy 
Thursday with the Holy Eucharist and Foot or Hand 
Washing followed by an Agape Supper.  At the end 
of the supper, the congregation returned to the 
Church for the Stripping of the Altar.  A group of 

parishioners left for a pilgrimage to local churches.   

Good Friday services brought the worship outside.  
At 12 noon, an Ecumenical Service of Stations of 
the Cross began at Washington and Main Avenues 
ending at St. Peter’s Church.  An indoor Stations 
service was held at 3 PM.  The traditional evening 
liturgy began with an outdoor veneration fo the 
Cross on the porch of the Parish Hall with a proces-
sion to the Church.  The service continued with the 
reading of the Passion according to St. John, the 
solemn Prayers of the People and Holy Communion 

from the reserved Sacrament.   

Ross Sweetland, our diaconal intern, coordinated 
the Easter Vigil with special readings and presenta-
tion by the Sunday School and Confirmation Classes 
and the Seniors.  The Easter Vigil concluded with a 

Chocolate and Champagne Feast.   

Both the 8 and 10:15 services on Easter Day in-
volved the choir in two Festive Holy Eucharists.  An 

Easter Bonnet contest concluded the church day.   

Theft at St. Peter’s Church  

A thief broke into the Altar Guild Room at St. Pe-
ter’s Church and stole a number of items.  The 
theft was discovered on Saturday, February 22 by 
members of the Altar Guild.  The thief had both the 
key to the Altar Guild Room and the access code to 
the alarm.  The only persons who had these items 
were the members of the Altar Guild, the Rector 
and the Sexton.  The Sexton had mysteriously dis-
appeared on the week before the theft was discov-
ered.  When the police were notified of the missing 
items, the officer said that these items are usually 
never recovered.  A police report was not filed to 
keep the event out of the newspapers.  The items 
stolen include the Christ Church chalice and paten, 
the wine flagon from Christ Church, the silver cru-
ets from St. Peter’s Church and the silver collection 

plate from St. Peter’s Church.   
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Education & Youth 

Baptism Of Xavier Hazelman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from  Parishioners in College 

Michael and Matthew Tobass are attending the 

College of New Jersey.  Michael is in his second 

year and Matthew in his first year.  

Veronica Medina is in her second year at 

Montclair University.   

Tara Fueshko is in her second year in her Doctoral 

Program at Drew University.   

News from Michael Tobass: 

Wow, my experience at the College of New Jersey 

has been nothing but amazing!  It is really awe-

some getting to know different students from 

around the state through classes, dormitories, and 

clubs.  As a Political Science and History major, it 

is interesting to learn how interactions among dif-

ferent peoples, both in the past and currently, have 

created and continue to create the society that we 

live in.  With these two majors, I look to further 

my education in law school, but as I see it, there 

are other options for me as I graduate college as 

well.  All in all, my experience in college has been 

one of learning and immense joy. 

Young Members of the Parish in Transi-

tion 

Jason Hopkins, Nicholas Muller, Marco Tobass 

and John Villanueva will graduate from Middle 

School and begin high school.   

Jonathan Schwarz will graduate high school and 

begin college.   

A Prayer for Graduates 

God of all truth, I have knowledge, so will You show 

me  now, how to use it wisely and find a way somehow 

to make the world I live in a little better place, and  

make life with its problems a little bit easier to face.  

Grant me faith and courage and put purpose in my days 

and show me how to serve you in effective ways so my 

education, my knowledge and my skill may find their 

true fulfillment as I learn to do  your will. And may I 

ever be aware in everything I do, 

that knowledge comes from learning, and wisdom            

comes from You. 

Amen. 

 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

The Reverend Peter De Franco,   Rector 

The Reverend Lorraine Dughi,     Pastoral Associate 

 

St. Peter’s Church 

Wardens 

Victoria Hollis & Sharon Van Cisco Boccadoro  

Vestry  

Class of 2014:  Lissette Lombana, Ellen Lowney,  

Mayda Medina  
Class of 2015:  Mirna Castro, Tom Hughes, Janet 
Wells 
Class of 2016:  Tara Fueshko, Gladys Hughes, Peter 
Lopez,  

Treasurer:  John Tauber    

Assistant Treasurer:  Jilian Fueshko 

 

Delegates to Convention 

Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson  

 

Staff:   

Nicholas Hopkins, Organist and Choir Director 

Angie Rispoli, Parish Administrator 

 



Christ Church  Celebration 

The Diocesan Convention voted in January, 2014, 

to declare Christ Church, Belleville extinct.  Fol-

lowing that declaration, the members of Christ 

Church and St. Peter’s Church celebrated the min-

istry and people of Christ Church.   

On February 9, 2014, a festive celebration began 

with the Holy Eucharist.  Wardens Michael Petti 

and Vinnette Greenwood brought the Christ Church 

Banner into the Church during the procession.  The 

Rector’s sermon spoke of the history of collabora-

tion between clergy and laity in the history of the 

community.   

Following the Holy Eucharist, the community pro-

cessed to Christ Chapel where the Christ Church 

banner was retired.  Prayers of Thanksgiving for 

the ministry and people of Christ Church were of-

fered by Michael Petti and Gladys Hughes.  A fes-

tive Chocolate Celebration concluded the celebra-

tion.   

Doris Cxypoliski, a life long Christ Church Member, 

visited the Church from her new Lakewood home.  

Doris’s family have been members of Christ Church 

for four generations.   

Many of the liturgical artifacts from Christ Church, 

the original altar, the tabernacle, candlesticks, 

lectern, and frontals found a home in the newly 

named Christ Chapel.   

Gladys Hughes and Michael Petti offer prayers of 

thanksgiving in Christ Chapel 
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Parish News 

Michael Petti and Vinnette Greenwood, Wardens of 

Christ Church, carry in the Christ Church Banner 

The Chocolate Feast Celebration in the Parish Hall 

(Photographs taken by Janet Wells) 
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Ross leads the Procession of the Cross on Good Friday. 

The Confirmands Present the Crossing of the Red Sea.   

Palm Sunday Ecumenical Blessing of Palms and Procession 

Gladys & Sharon Preparing the Maundy Thursday Supper 

Holy Week and Easter  
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Easter Vigil and Day The Easter Parade at St. Peter’s Church 

 The Baptism of Gabriella and Mia Lombana on Easter Day 
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St. Peter’s Haven  

Pathmark Perks 

On  March 22 and April 5, the Pathmark Perks Team 
went to the Pathmark stores on Paulison Avenue and in 
Botany Village to sign up people for the program.  Path-
mark Perks is a service offered by Pathmark in conjunc-
tion with Escripts.  Pathmark donated 1% of every pur-
chase to a designated charity.  St. Peter’s Haven had 76 
people signed up for Perks.  Following the first sign up 
event, 280 people joined the roles and 350 after the 
second sign up.  Carl Gincley has organized a team 
which includes Vinnette Greenwood, Loretta Hockmuth, 
Joanne Krudis, Ellen Lowney, Liz Mirren, and Janet 

Wells.   

New Hours for Food Pantry 

St. Peter’s Haven’s Food Pantry has shifted its hours to 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday, 9:00 a.m.—Noon.  
While eliminating the Tuesday hours, the remaining 
three days continue until 12 noon instead of closing at 
11:30.  The same number of clients are now processed 

in three days instead of four.  

The change in the hours came in an effort to reduce 
both the hours employees are working as well as to re-
duce the energy of heating the parish hall.  The Food 
Pantry continues to provide food for over 800 people 

every month.   

Tricky Tray 

St. Peter’s Haven will host its annual Tricky Tray on 
Thursday, June 5, 2014 at the Bethwood in Totowa.  
Doors open at 5:30.  Tickets are $45.  The Tricky Tray 
comes as the annual fundraising event for these min-
istries.  The Board of Trustees, who run the Tricky 
Tray, would like to reach a goal of $10,000 to support 

the ministry to the homeless and hungry.   

Baskets for the Tricky Tray are being accepted by the 
Staff of St. Peter’s Haven.  Themed Baskets celebrat-
ing a holiday, newborn babies, Video games, picnics, 
are all welcomed.  Bottles of wine are accepted and 
will be placed in Baskets that always bring in a good 

deal of money.   

To purchase tickets or deliver a basket, please call 
the office of St. Peter’s Haven at 973-546-3406.  Of-

fice hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9-4:30. 

Interfaith Events — Lent and             

Palm Sunday 

St. Peter’s 
Church partici-
pated in signifi-
cant Ecumeni-
cal Events dur-
ing lent and on 
Palm Sunday.  
On the Wednes-
day of Lent, 
the various 
Protestant 

Churches of Clifton sponsored  a Wednesday Evening 
Worship Service followed by a Fellowship Event.  On 
March 26, 2014, St. Peter’s hosted Evensong at which 
the Rev. Cheryl Kincaid, Pastor of 1st Presbyterian 
Church of Clifton preached. The highlight of the 
Wednesday Services came with the first shared Holy 
Eucharist on the final gathering.  The Lutherans spon-
sored the liturgy since they are in communion with 

the Reformed, Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches.   

On Palm Sunday, United Reformed Church and St. Pe-
ter’s Church joined for a shared Blessing of Palms and 
Procession.  The Procession began at United Re-
formed and proceeded down the sidewalk to St. Pe-
ter’s Church.  The St. Peter’s delegation brightened 
the procession with the Church’s Lenten Banners, 
Bamboo poles with Red, Silver and Black Ribbons and 

a variety of palm branches.   
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Parish News 

Who is Katharine, our 

Presiding Bishop? 

Week after week, we pray for 
Katharine our Presiding Bishop 
and Mark, our Bishop.  While we 
have met our Diocesan Bishop, 
perhaps all of us do not know 
who is Katharine, our Presiding 
Bishop.  The Presiding Bishop is 
the chief pastor and the pri-
mate of the Episcopal Church 
which is spread over 16 coun-
tries with 110 dioceses.  The Presiding Bishop is 
elected at General Convention and serves a term of 9 
years.  The other Provinces of the Anglican Commun-
ion also have the equivalent of a presiding bishop or 
a primate or an Archbishop.  Together with the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, they serve the members of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion, fostering the bonds 
of affection and unity among the churches of the An-
glican Communion and working for God’s justice and 
reconciliation in the world.   
 The office of the presiding bishop as evolved.  
When the Episcopal Church was first formed after 
the American Revolution, the Presiding Bishop was 
the senior among the Bishops.  In 1919, the office 
was changed into an elected one.  In 1940, the Pre-
siding Bishop renounced any authority in a diocese to 
devote their energy fully to the Episcopal Church.   
 The present presiding bishop is Katharine Jef-
ferts Schori.  She studied oceanography before her 
ordination as a priest in 1997.  She remains an active 
instrument rated pilot, a skill that served her well as 
Bishop of Nevada where she was elected Bishop and 
ordained bishop in 2001.  At the time of her election 
as Bishop of Nevada, she was a priest, university lec-
turer and hospice chaplain in Oregon.  She is the first 
woman to serve as presiding Bishop in the Episcopal 
Church.   
 Bishop Katharine grew up in the Seattle area 
and lived most of her live in the West.  Bishop Jef-
ferts Schori and her husband, Richard Miles Schori, 
were married in 1979.  They have one daughter who 
is a captain in the US Air Force.   
 The photograph of the Presiding Bishop shows 
her with her Primatial Cross, a two bar cross that 
indicates her authority as presiding Bishop.  Like the 
Bishop of Rome, she carries a cross instead of a cro-
zier.     

The Episcopal Church 

Easter Butterflies and Banners 

The members of Terri Hopkins’ Sunday School class 
raised butterflies during Lent.  They painted their 
part of the Lenten/Easter Banner to show the similar-
ity between the life of Jesus and the life cycle of a 
butterfly.  They released their butterflies on Easter 

Sunday and on the Sunday after Easter.   

 


