






















































































44 "Suffer the little children to come unto We", in memory of Paul Leon Imhoff; the 

Belfry, and the Bell were all dedicated at 11 o'clock Eucharist. The windows were 

made by Frank W. Riley in his Paterson studios, and are of the best English and 

French glass. Mr4.White had been killed in an automobile accident, the previous 

September, the Rector having returned from England just in time for the funeral. 

This woman was not only highly respected in her own community but had friends far and 

wide. In her later years she had returned to Columbia University for her Master of 

Arts degree, and her oil paintings and other works of art had been hung in art 

galleries all over the country. Neighbors and friends made up the memorial fund, 

people of all creeds. The Imhoff window was especially appropriate, since it was 

Fr. Martin's cheery greetings to Um,. Max Imhoff that both her boys 

brought up in Saint Peter's. Paul Leon had been baptized at Saint Peter's, and while 

still a child an automobile ran him down and brought his earthly life to a close. 

Mr. Riley wanted to install a ftth window on the Gospel side of the Altar 

for the sake of balence, to be paid for at our convenience. The Rector resisted 

the temptation, fortunately, for the fifth window, another medallion on the theme 

of the Incarnation, was pla.ced and dedicated on Whitsunday, June 9, the gift of 

Mr . and Mrs. Arthur William Swain in loving memory of their daughter, Florence Clara, 

who had died while the Rector was in England. 

In August the monthly publication of Saint Peter's was changed from a 

mimeographed bulletin to a printed magazine, the private enterprise of the Rev'd. 

WilliamS. Banks of New Rochelle, N. Y., under the name of "The Parish Herald", a 

name that had to be adopted because this edition was but part of a. larger one serv­

ing other parishes in the East. Four pages were devoted to local news, and it was 

supported entirely by the advertising, without expense to the Pariah. It had a 

mailing list of over 300, and was continued for three years. 

Almo&t 200 Pence Cans were distributed in August, into which each family 

was asked to put a penny per meal. They were to take the place of a Fair, and 

brought in $266.71 on the first call. 

On September 1 John B. Palatini and his family moved to a farm near 

Towanda, Penna., a great loss to the Church, because of the many services of Mr. 

and Mrs. Palatini. A second attempt to form a Young Marr ied Couples organization 



resulted in failure. Russell Everett Planck, Jr., was licensed as Lay Reader. Al- !J5 
though he was only in his sixteenth year, his ability as a public speaker had been 

recognized in school and Church, as well as his excellent schola.rship. It was his 

desire to enter upon studies for Holy Orders, throwing aside his earlier choice of 

a law career, and he read widely and wisely about the Church. At the same time he 

visited the Church's monasteries, other institutions and parishes. After working a 

year in a New York bank, he met with some obstacles, mostly financial, in the way of 

his matriculating at college, read some books on the Roman Church, and finally de-

cided upon the latter. 

On October 10 a Girl Scout Troop was started under the leadership of 

Isabelle Kiss. On the 13th the Rt. Rev•d. the Missionary Bishop of Cuba, Dr. Hiram 

Richard Hulse, was preacher at Morning Prayer. He had just returned to the States 

at a time of great political disturbance on the Island, and with first-hand informa-

tion of the earthquE{lte, tidal ws.ve, and hurricane. Because of a Holy Name parade 

in Clifton that afternoon, almost every attempt to get him back to New York by car 

was thwartea by the well-intentioned Clifton police, who insisted on directing the 

car to the reviewing stand. 

Six quatrefoil symbols in rich color, copies from the London Temple, were 

placed in panels on either side of the Jltar, the gift of Frank W. Riley, in October. 

On October Z, the Rev 1 d. Dr. Theodore R. Ludlow, was elected Suffragan 

Bishop at a special Diocesan Convention. s,shof s+eAYI'1 retired. from He Bis~oprt'cof 
IV•wa.'"k 01"1 Nov.S, a.nJ..wQ.~ SvceeeJe,\. b'1 ljisho ·p "'-.!.hbvrn 

On Sunday, November 10, the Rector dedicated in memory of his father, 

Theodore Victor Gramb s, a dosaal of I tali an tapestry with red vel vet orphreys, the 

gift of the Rector and friends in the Parish. 

On Christmas Eve six hand-wrought brass candle sticks, the workmanship of 

Joseph Philip Riehle, were dedica.ted, the gift of the Riehl family. 

1936 

In Ja.nuary a Boys' Choir was organized with eleven members, and the Athenia 

(should have been •Richfield") Group for the younger married women of Saint Peter's 

living in the RiChfield section. The name was later changed to "Saint Catherine's 

Guild" because its membership was drawn from all parts of Clifton. On the 5th a 

water cruet, the gift of l.irs. James Sk:rine and family, was dedicated in memory of 



46 Jean 0. Halsall. On April 26 an Altar spot light, presented .by the Lakeview Heights 

Group in memory of their departed member, Isabel (Carol) Barker, was dedicated. 

The Saint Cecilia Choir had had in a short while five different directors 

following the resignation of Janet Martha Cook on account of illness, and for a short 

time Miss Cook resumed leadership this month. 

On the last page of the May nunber of 11 The Parish Herald" the Rector made 

answer to the urgings that he permit 11Bingo" at Saint Peter's to make money for the 

Church. 

"On this subject the Rector will always take a firm stand against anything 
that tends to compromise the dignity of our Episcopal Church and kill the 
spirit of sacrifical giving on the part of parishioners. In the first 
place, befor e your present Rector came to the Parish, the Vestry made a 
promise to Bishop Stearly not to pe~it it in Saint Peter's. In the second 
place, it is a practise which hardly fits into the picture of the Church 
which is the Bride of Christ, . the Church which had countless martyrs who 
gave freely of everything, even their lives. Too many parishioners have 
pointed to other Churches which run Bingo parties, raffles, etc., and said, 
"They do it, Why can't we?". If the members of Saint Peter's Church do 
not love the Church enough to support it with their voluntary GIVING, . the 
doors had better be closed than resort to ~ch an unsocial pra~ se as any 
fo~ of gambling. It is easier to get money that way, but Christian liv­
ing is harder, and it is the harder way that pleases God and brings greater 
satisfa.ction to the Christian. If the Church ever becomes the same as 
the world, it will cease to attract those Whom Christ attracts, and it will 
be an apostate Church. Let us uphold the dignity of the One, Holy, cathol­
ic, and Apostolic Church." 

This was not intended for the general public, but Harry Grossman, Clifton editor 

of liThe Paterson Evening News" saw in it a front page story because of the increasing 

number of "Bingo" parties in other Churches, and it landed on the front page of his 

paper, to be reprinted a day or so later in 11The Passaic Herald-News 11 • It was mostly 

Roman Catholics who came to the Rector and expressed sympathy with his stand be-

cause they 11 were fed up with it" in their own Church. 

A few weeks later one of the columnists of 11The Passaic Herald-News" re-

ported a threat of a lawsuit a~inst the Church for the violation of our property 

lines. This was a way of getting even, Ed Reardon told the Rector, for the attack 

on what had become a recognized means of raising money in another Communion. The 

suit never did materialize. At the Diocesan Convention this year or in 1937 ~r. 

Hamilton of Saint Paul's, Pa terson, introduced a resolution condemning games of 

chance in the Church, the adoption of which only put the Convention on record as 

being opposed to it. The denunciation of gambling by Bishops Washburn and Ludlow 

I 



-
in the 1938 Diocesan Convention did more to discourage gambling in the Episcopal 

Diocese of Newark than anything else. 

On April 26, Sunday, a funeral pall of purple velvet with a gold silk cross 

and edging wati dedicated in memory of David McLean, the gift of his family. Jeremiah 

P. Quinlan, undertaker and friend of the Parish, furnished the velvet as his gift. 

~argaret Cook of the Altar Guild did the needle work. 

On Sunday, June 14, the . Choir of the Russian Orthodox Church of the Three 

Saints, Garfield, came to Saint Peter's for a Vesper Service of Russian music. The 

Very Rev 1d. John N. Telep, Pastor of thet Church, preached the sermon. 

In September the Saint Peter's Group, membership dwindling, discontinued 

its separate existence so that is members could enter fully into the Woman's Auxil­

iary and enable the latter organization to meet twice a month. In October Kenneth 

A. Broseman redecorated and furnished the basement guild room for the Kindergarten 

class. His gifts included a linoleum rug, sand-table top, cupboards, and wooden 

cut-outs. 

On All Saints' Day, Sunday, November 1, a new carved oak Altar Rail was 

dedicated in memory of Charles Thomas Jaqua, the gift of his parents • . 

On Saturday, November 7, Bishop Washburn solemnized the marriage of the 

Rector and Myrtle Jane Wood at the Church. 

On November 12 the Parish Aid followed the example of the Saint Peter's 

Group in disbanding. Its membership was getting smaller. 

On Sunday evening, November 15, Dr. Hamilton, who was present at the 

first Service in Sa.int Peter' a Church on September 17, 1899, and at subsequent an­

niversary celebrations, was the 40th Anniversary Preacher at Evensong. Archdeacon 

Ladd was to have been present in the morning, but the condition of his health pre­

vented. 

The Annual Parish Meeting on November 30 voted to petition Assembly.woman­

elect Nan B. Donahue to sponsor legislation to permit women of legal age to serve 

on governing boards of Churches in New Jersey. Nothing came of the petition. 

On Christmas Eve a IVth Century grisaille type stained glass window con­

taining the Cal vary Group and symbols of our Lord's Passion, over the Church door, 

was dedicated in memory of Joseph and Jennie Holmes, Elizabeth (Holmes) Holefelder, 



4S and William Lattimer, the gift of Wr. and Wrs. Jrno Fidele Haas, and the work of 

the Riley Studios. 

1937 

George N. Collins had followed Mr. Palatini as Superintendent of the 

Church School, but he asked to be transferred to an .Anglo-Catholic parish in the 

Fall of 1936. Oliver Ellsworth Tainter, who had recently been confir.med, was named 

to the post in January, succeeding Mr. Collins. Gertrude E. Anderson, after years 

of . faithful service in the School, had just tendered her. resignation as ~ssistant 

Superintendent. For a while she became ~ssistant Superintendent at Saint Stephen's 

Mission, Delawanna. 
f"(a't3l . 

On Jw.Ae 1 John B. Palatini died at his farm near Towanda, Penna. His 

body was brought to the Rectory so ths. t he could be burt ed from the Church he loved 

so well. 

On the Fourth Sunday in Advent there was a Service of Evensong at four 

o'clock, followed by a free supper and the deco~tion of the Church for Christmas. 

Evening Services had been discontinued this year after seven years of discouraging 

attendance •. The Service just mentioned, however, has become an annual custom. 

In December a plan was adopted by the Vestry to liquidate the mor~gage 

indebtedness through the sale of blocks of mortgage to the parishioners. The blocks 

sold for $283.33 cash or $333.33 on a five-year installment plan. For each block 

of the mortgage the Church was to take out a $500 insurance policy. Mter two weeks 

solicitation over $6,000 was subscribed in February. Later the total reached 

$10,500. 

1938 

~t the call of the Rector, seven clergymen of Clifton Churches met in 

our Parish House on Wednesday morning, March 10, to plan for the fifth union Good 

Friday Service and to organize a local ministerium. The Rector was offered the 

presidency, but declined because he held that office in the Paterson Clericus, and 

accepted the office of Secretary. He had been known as "the summoner" of the local 

pastors when they met as occasion required. The new organization adopted the name 

proposed by Fr. Grambs, the Clifton Clergy Club, with meetings scheduled monthly, 

later quarterly, and eventually only at the call of the President and the Secretary. 

\ 



Starting Passion Sunday, April 3, the Rev'd. Dr. Bernard !d~ines Bell, 
49 

Mission 
Preaching Canon of Saint John's cathedral ; Providence, R. I., preached a 

five-day Mission on the topic, "God for Thinking, Troubled People". The Mission 

program included daily Communion Services at 7:00 and 9:30, and at 8:00 in the even-

ing an informal Mission Service, 11 no ritual, no choir, old hymns that everyone 

knows, special intercessions,. question box, and instruction. 11 The topics were: 

Sunday, "Wan": Monday, "God"; 'Tuesday, "The Kingdom of Jesus"; Wednesday, "Morals 

and Grace"; Thursday, "The Crusade for God". The W. ssion was preceded by a campaign 

for the enlistment of every parishioner, and resulted in a filled Church every 

night and a special Confinnation Class for ~dults that was presen~ed to Bishop Wash-
• / :J , / 

burn in June. Also as a result of the Mission, Wilton Lockwood of Saint Paul's, 

Paterson, presented the Rector with a set of white brocaded silk Eucharistic vest-

menta, which were dedicated on Saint . Simon's & Saint Jude's Day, Sunday, Way 1. 

The Mission paid for itself out of the nightly offerings, and was probably res ponsi-

ble for the larger Easter offering. 

It had taken the Rector about a year and a half to get Dr. Bell to consent 

to come for the Mission. 

In June the Parish. House was leased to five Masonic or~nizations for 

their meetings, for a term of five years, starting in. September; and later a sixth 

was added, making the total rental $1,500 a year, for 13 meeting nights a month. 

This necessitated alterations in the Parish House and the purchase of chairs for 

lodge purposes, at an estimated cost of $2,500, actually nearer $2,900. After meet-

ing refusals from the Clifton Trust Company and the Federal Housing Administration, 

The Clifton National Bank made the loan on a note with the endorsements of the 

Rector and Vestrymen plus the Trevett Estate securities as collateral. So that a 
y.Jtll.'O 

part time Sexton could do the work, an oil burner was in stalled; and the floorAre-

finished. William Von Seggern, Master of the Lodge, contributed the paint for the 

interior and exterior of the Parish House. The labor was done by about eight volun-

teers, including the Rector. Elmer Ellsworth Burk was responsible for bringing about 

this arrangement, the income of which in a few years ought to be of. great help to 

the Parish. August J. Rahm, architect and good friend of the Parish, donnted his 

services, worth some hundre4s of dol1ars. The original intentions in building the 



50 Parish House were now being realized, to get an income from it that would help wipe 

out the cost of its erection. In September, 1939, the Clifton Woman's Club was add-

ed to the tenants on a one-ye r lease, increasing the total regular revenue to 

$1,650 a year . 

On Sunday, December 18, Gladys Mary Ross, Missionary to China, Business 

Manager of Saint Elizabeth's Hospital for Women and Children in Shanghai, home on 

furlough and visiting her sister, Mrs . Frank Jephcote of this Parish, told about her 

work and war experiences at Morning Pra7er. 

1939 

This year brougnt some interesting speakers and preachers to Saint Peter's. 

On Friday, February 24, Lill7 H. Harper, noted New York Scu~ptress, who had made a 

world-famous Font for a mission in Alaska, addressed the women of Clifton at the 

World Day of Prayer in saint Pet er's Church. On April 3, Monday, Sister Elisa Monica, 

C. S. J. B., spoke to the women and girls of the Parish on the life of the Religious 

and the work of her Community, after the annual Girls' Friendly Society Quiet Hour 

in the Church. On Sunday, ·september 34, J. VanWie Bergamini, architect, serving 

our Church in China and Japan, was the preacher at Morning Prayer by permission of 

BiShop Washburn. On Sunday, November 12, the Rev 1d. John s. Baldwin, 0. H. C., was 

preacher at Morning Prayer. As far as known, Sister Elisa Monica and Father Baldwin 

were the first Religious to ~isit Saint Peter's. 

In the decade, 1920 to 1930, Clifton had the distinction of being the fast-

est growing City in the State, most of the growth, however, being in the far-removed 

sections of Rosemawr, Allwood, Richfield, and Albion Place . These past ten years 

it was the fastest-growing colliDunity, at least in Passaic County. With this in mind, 

the Rev'd. Addison c. Bird, Pastor of the Lakeview Heights Reformed Church, and the 

Rector tried to get the local clergy interested in a Church census of the City. 

After several meetings and after getting seven clergymen enlisted in the project, 

it came to an end, perhaps only temporarily, because of the attitude of one of the 

pastors. 

In October, after a lapse of one year, the monthly pUblication reappeared 

as a mimeographed bulletin under the name of "Saint Peter's Pewspaper11 • The original 
t ou r . 

name, "The KeyM, had been given ~years befoto.e to the mimeographed weekly bulletin 
J 



distributed at Church every Sunday up to the last Sunday of Fr. Grambs rectorship. 

The purpose of the weekly bulletin was to eliminate all announcements from Church 

Services. 

On October 3, a Tuesday, Bisho p Ludlow came to Saint Peter's at 2:30 for 

a "Bishop's Day 11 with our people. This had been a standing offer of our Bishops for 

about a year. In the afternoon he met with the women of the Church, and the hospital-

ity of the ladies' or~nizations was perfect. In the evening he met with the Vestry 

at dinner in the Rectory and their monthly meeting afterwards in the Perish House. 

A.Young People's Fellowship Bal~owe 1 en Dance on Saturday, October 28, 

proving unsuccessful, resulted in a shake-up of the or~-nization which left a remnant 

of loyal young people, mostly not associated with the Parish, but still functioning 

and growing. 

A Guild of the Christ Child for pre-school children under the leadership 

of Wrs . Raymond Van Orden, was started in December. 

Fr. Grambs submitted his resignation to the Vestry at a special meeting 

after Morning Prayer on Sunday, December 31, effective February 1, to accept a call 

to Trinity Church, Bayonne. James Walter Pruiksma, Clerk of the Vestry, in writing 

of the Vestry's acceptance, said, 

"The prospects of a brighter financial future are good and shall soon be 
realized. It is too bad that you will not be here to enjoy the fruits of 
your labor. However, may they be a blessing unto you." 

1940 

The Church School had been superintended by John Gilmore for about a year, 

but now because of his work taking him to Washington so frequently, he had to re-

sign. On January 14 Reginald A. Holton, who had only recently come to Saint Peter's 

from a parish in Buffalo, accepted appointment as Church School Superintendent. At 

the same time, Stewart Edward Luques accepted the -office of Treasurer of the School. 

Mrs. Holton began almost immediately to revive the Junior Choir, this time including 

boys. Too much praise cannot be showered upon Evelyn Florence (Kyse) Van Gieson, 

who for several years had done much of the work of teaching and establishing a high-

er standard of excellence in the Church School. In many ways she served as Assist-

ant Superintendent, but her title was and is Director of Religious Education. She 

has brought much of her professional experience into t he service of God's Kingdom 



52 and in the spirit of using her talents for the One Who gave them to her. 

The Parish gave a farewell reception to Fr. and Mrs. Grambs on the even­

ing of Saint Paul's Day, Thursday, January 25, with a generous gift of silverware 

and china to the Rectory couple • 

.At Morning Prayer on Sunday, January 28, the Rector read at his last Ser­

vice that portion of the history up to December, 1930, the beginning of his Ministry 

in Saint Peter's. 

\ 
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366 CL.IFTON AVENUE CL.IFTON . NEW JERSEY 

The Rev. Louis s. Luisa became Rector of the Parish on June 1, 1949. 
The Parish was without a Rector since February 1949. 

A reception and welcome was rendered the new Rector and his family 

a few days after he had moved into the Rectory. 

In Au gust of the same year the Rector called a special ~ee ting of 

the Vestry to consider a request that the Vestry provide him with an 

office in the Parish House. After some consideration as to the cost, and 

over some opposition on the part of a member, it was agreed: 

1. To erect a new Senior choir room on the sta e of the Parish 

house. 2. To pl ace a door on a tiny room next adjoining a seri~s of 

closed c l osets in the Parish House. 

3. Bi ll Plokhooy was given the job to make the room and install 

the door. 

La te summer of 1949 the sub ject on whether or not to have a Fair 

was brought up=-and the Rector suggested .that we undertake to have a 



tsn, enbo e e' ' - - but wha is J an ore e ':' 7' w que s t on often .,, ske 

fter u ch e xp l n t ion was set f r the early part of e c . 1.7 49 . 

m e J mb e e prove~ 0 e comple t e su c c - ~ s i n e e r y wa 

1950 

. otl er J a.mboree ·l- s he ld in Dec . 9 50- - th s oo wa. s omp le te 

succe. ::> ' the Cor:1:n i ttc e headed by i ess rs .; ndy ~~ no .nd C et 3ania an d 

a or.. osit8 s ro up of men ,,_nd women cle.:l re d ovBr ;~1,025 . 00 .. 

The J.ector received the fo l lov in2; llppin ~ s frao t e ~ev . ~ r . 

:.c. tin on 5/9/50 
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A new g uild ha ll att ached to St. 
Pe te r's cha pel. CliftotL \l" · opened 

!
list nigh t wi th service or benedic tion 
followed by a social hour. The guild 
ha ll whic h will help the socia l life of 
the church is one of the most commo· 
dfous In thi s diocese. It is fi nished In 
Georgia pine a nd cos t $1 ,665. 

The ll'ork on the building was ooguu 
two month s ago afte r the consent of 
the s tanding committee to huild the 
hall had been secured by the pr iest 
In charge the Hc v. Enos .J. Ba lsey, 

I M St. Luke 's church, Sout h Pate rson. 

1 
Through the kindn<'ss of General 

Htrc! \V. l:ipcncer, a iricnd of the con· 
gtegatlon from Its Ince ption and one 
of the steady con tribu tors to the 

church t he money to e rect the hullding 
was secured. 

Besides providing a good ~ iz d hall 
whtch wlll be used for the session , of 
the Sunday school as well as socia l 
events, the hall has an Hl t·to-dtlt e 
kitche n which has bee n fnrni sed with 
tho necessary appu rtenances. The 

stands le ng th wise across 
reiU' of 1 hp clutne l lti 
a-.. .. .-~ - r :incctell with 
a door. 

Bes1aes the l>ene<liction l5ervice 
las t nighl there were sc ,· ra t acl· 

dre ·ses by cl'ergymen who have bee •. 
Inte rested in Sl. Peter's from the time 
f Its organization. These were the 

Rev. Wllliaru P. Enu:s, rector of the 
cbureh of ttle ResuJ'I'ection, Richmond 
Hill , L L, form erly of S t. 1\larl<'s 
church, Paterson; the He •' · \\' ill lam 
A. Long, of Arlin~ton: th e Hev. Leon 
ard W. S. Stryk ~?r ot: this cit y and 
the Re v. R. F . Kell rm a n, curate n f 
St .. John chnrch. t his cit~· anti forme~ 
lay readerl5 of Ht. Pe te r' s . 

llr. Ral scy cmulnc tcd the hPnc tlic­
tlon se rvice. This cons is ted ot' se ve r· 
ai hymns anrt appro pt·ra te cmoe<~ l s 

!!letting forth the huilclin ~ for the uses 
for which It was e rected. 'fhe ad­
dresses we re lan:!;e ly cong ratulatory. 

J\lr. Evans helped to organize the 
mission and conducted th e first se1·· 
\' Ice In the chape l which was the n lo· 
cat ed over the post offi ce oppos ite the 
Erie station. The first ~a th erlng was 
that or a Sunday school at the home of 
George 'I'. Anderson. who afte rwards 
becam E> lay rt>ade t· of th e pa ri sh. 

1\lr. Evans continued iu cha rge of 
"ltrc- w or k unt il h <? was ca lled to th f' 
Richmond Hi ll church. This wn s afLe r 
the C'hapel In Clifton a\·enne hart hl"c n 
erected . Du l'!11<! thi s ti m<' th R 'lv. 
~. s tmrn, t·c :lo t· c•f GL .l. h 11's 
church. P;•rliVlll c. nroold~· u. ami the 
Re v. William A. Long-, had chan; of 
the worli I'm· a time. 

Mr. Ralsey follow ed Mr. Evans as 
priest In charge and he ha s heeu ns­
slsted h~· SCVCI'<ll 1:1~· rcad P. rs , i\tr. Ke l­
lerman, who is now a prh•s t. muf the 
pr<'Rent lncnmhe nt. Mr. \\' il son, hein~ 
among th em. 

St. Pe te r 's Is a tlio<".<'l" lan mt~~lon 
the diocese Of l\' <~Wark hclpiu g to RUJl- ! 
port It hy a contributio n each year. l i 
Is govc t'n <'d b~· an advi sory hoa n l Coho 
pos<'d of the priest in chnrge, C'harle!! 
Williamson, .fl.,lvln \Vebh. H . r.. \\'eekK, 
E . 'I'. We lls imtl A. D. f'h es ton. 

I The social pnrt of th e cxcrc:ises last 
·d until a la te hour. Da nc iug wns 

enjoyed for some time a nd thc u the 
wom~?n of the church Rcn •ecl re fresh· 
meltts. Lette rs of r egre t we re •·e;HI 
from Bishop L ines and seve ral others 
Interested In the mission. 
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