









































And the cvening and the morning were the sixth decade . . .

The Rev. Louis S. Luisa became rector on June 1, 1949. His wife and three
daughters became a part of the parish life. The third church school picnic was
held at Maple Lake in 1952 with Ken Huck, Don Fischer, Herb Whitworth,
Jim Peat and Charles Stowell in charge. Mr. and Mrs. John De Luca hosted the
second annual Vestry picnic at their Pinecliff Lake home on July 13, 1952. The
Parish Council chaired by Vernon Moorman planned a Fair for Dec. 4th and
5th with James Webb and Miss Belle De Luca as cochairmen. Plates with the
Church and Parish House on the front, and the History, seal, and the Rector’s
signature on the reverse were sold that year for $2.25.

In 1953 Donald Fischer was hired as organist to replace E. Hurdis. J. Walter
Harvey was honored for 25 yecars of service as vestryman, warden, and treasurer.
The second annual corporate communion and breakfast for 25 men and boys
of the Parish had John De Luca heading the cooking and cleanup committee. Two
pascal candles were used for the first time. The annual fair was moved from
December to November. A Reformation Rally service (a cooperative venture
of the non Roman clergy of Clifton) was held at Calvary Baptist Church on
Oct. 25.

In 1954 the Brotherhood of St. Andrew was formed. A tape recorder was

presented to the Rev. Mr. Luisa to use in his ministry to the sick and the shutins.
Four Altar Guild envelopes were inserted in the year’s weckly envelopes, and

gratifyingly used. The annual Parish meeting was changed by vote from the
first December Monday to the third January Tuesday.
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A Gestetner mimeograph machine was purchased in 1955, which is still in
use. In 1956 the first “Episcopal Church Welcomes You” sign was put up.
Chet Bania was commended for his ten years of service on the Vestry. The Coz-
porate Communion Breakfast for the Brotherhood of St. Andrew was attended
by 149 men and boys from adjacent towns. The women of the Parish cooked and
served. Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Marhefka became caretakers of the church and
parish house, succeeding the Edward Bakelaars. The American Legion held its
Passaic County Convention at the Parish Hall on Aug. 4. Eighty-five women of
the district of Paterson Women’s Auxiliary met for Communion, panels and
luncheon on Oct. 18. On Nov. 5 the Parish Hall was used for the last time by
Passaic County as a polling place. The Rev. Mr. Luisa celebrated the 25th anni-
versary of his ordination on Dec. 21 with surprise celebrations and gifts from
the Vestry, the Altar Guild, the Choir, St. Margaret’s Guild, and St. Catherine’s
Guild.

Much was done to the physical property during this decade. Serafin Bros.
erected a new vestibule on the church for $1600 in 1949. Demolition of the
porch revealed a pencil notation “built by Archibald Douglas, June, 1899.” The
Chapel of the Christ Child was enlarged to accommodate all the primary children.
New wall closets were built in the rear of the Parish House for use of the
Church School and the women’s guilds. Two stained glass windows, portraying
John baptizing our Lord, were installed in the Font area in memory of Catherine
Partington. 1953 was the year of the five painting bees to re-do the inside and
the outside of the Parish House. The Parish House kitchen was remodeled, and
an auxiliary kitchen set up in the basement. A two-car garage was erected behind
the rectory by Plokhooy and Son in 1955.
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Titian Belli made the wrought iron candle standards which were installed
on the pews for the Christmas Eve service. In 1956, 21 tubular Deagan chimes
became a reality by a memorial to Ida May Finkle by son Clarence, Jr. A pair of
brass processional candlesticks was given by Mrs. Vickers in memory of her
husband I. N. Vickers, warden, vestryman, and superintendent. The Parish
grounds were completely renovated. A strong wire fence at the back of the

property was installed.

A catered chicken dinner on Sept. 27, 1955, was the kickoff for a $15,000
Parish rehabilitation fund drive plus $5,000 for the Diocesan Advance fund

drive, and the 60th anniversary.

The 60th anniversary was celebrated for a week, May 6 — 10, with Rogation
Sunday services; Monday morning Communion for those baptized at St. Peter’s,
and Calendar dinner that night; Tuesday, Communion for St. Peter’s confirmed;
Wednesday, Communion for St. Peter’s married and Evening Prayer and Address;
and Thursday, Communion for the departed. Bishop Washburn confirmed 14

young people and two adults.
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And the evening and the morning were the seventh decade . . .

This was a decade of much activity and a NEW CHURCH. Miss Dorothy
Popolizio became directress of the Altar Guild, succeeding Mrs. Arno Haas. A
Young People’s Fellowship was formed with Ed Moorman presiding to meet
on Sunday nights in the Parish House. One of the projects for 1957 was a
sickroom supply closet with all sorts of equipment to be loaned. A new floor
was laid in the church by the men of the Parish and new pews were installed.
The Christmas Eve service of 1957 was recorded for shut-ins.

In 1958, a men’s organization was revived with Frank Richardson as
president, meeting on the second and fourth Mondays. The members
of that group made figurines for creche sets to be sold at the Annual
Fair. St. Catherine’s Guild made new stage, valance, and window curtains for
the Parish House. The Vestry bought a pingpong table and a 45 r.p.m. record
player for the young people. Mrs. Nancy Peidl became directress of the Junior
Choir. Microphones and a loud speaker were installed by Ken Huck and used
in the church for the first time on March 30, 1958. A Memorial Fund “in lieu
of flowers” was begun by the Rev. Mr. Luisa.

In 1959, 60 attended the May 18th corporate Communion Breakfast for the
22 confirmed. The Marhefkas gave a 49 star flag to the church. The Charles
Howards gave the scarlet and gold St. Cecelia’s processional banner. Legacies
were received from Mrs. Alfred Sinn and John P. Voegler. The Nativity Scene
windows were installed in 1959 — memorials from the Peidls, Sicilianos, and
Pelios.

Mothering Sunday Eucharist and Brunch on March 27, 1960, exceeded . ex-
pectations; 290 were served. The first Tenebrae service was held April 13, 1960,
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using the book of Holy Week offices. On June 15, 1960, 80 attended a testimonial
dinner given Treasurer J. Walter Harvey for 32 years of service. A 50 star flag
was given to the Parish House by Dr. and Mrs. Nacca. A retired priest, the

Rev. Dr. Throop, served during the Rector’s August vacation. Wrought iron
stands for the poinsettia plants were built by T. Belli. The church bell was

electrified, eliminating the old rope chore.

Titian Belli was elected warden in 1961. St. Margaret’s Guild Episcopal
Churchwomen collected six barrels of clothing for the poor of the world.
Foil-wrapped simnel cake was distributed to the 244 at the 1961 Mothering
Sunday Communion Breakfast. A chapter of the Daughters of the King held its
first meeting on Dec. 1, 1961. Clarence W. Finkle, Jr. gave $1000 for the organ
rehabilitation in 1962. A parishioner, Vernon Moorman, was elected city coun-
cilman on May 11th. -

On Feb. 12, 1963, Donald Fischer was elected to succeed J. Walter Harvey
as treasurer, with Burten Reed as assistant treasurer. Mothering Sunday of 1963
was witnessed by over 300. The first outdoor Rogation Sunday procession oc-
curred on May 3, 1964. In December of 1964, Saint Faith’s Guild was formed.
This is a mother’s auxiliary to the church school meeting twice monthly on
Monday mornings. Mrs. Jennie Vickers was chosen as the United Thank Offering
Custodian. St. Faith’s Guild transported 64 of the senior department to see “The
Bible” in New York City in November, 1966, with James Bean as the discussion
leader.

At a special parish meeting on May 21, 1963, the parishioners decided by
a 50 to 41 vote to build a NEW CHURCH rather than spend $40,000 on repairs.
The following November, Carl Loven was chosen as the architect, ]. H. Whit-
worth was appointed general chairman, and Haney Associates were engaged to
handle the management of the fund raising campaign. $18,000 was pledged at
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the Loyalty Dinner on April 19, 1964. Weekly building fund envelopes were
started on May 4th and continued for six years. All organizations went all out
from bus trips to car washes to raise building funds. At this time the Fulton
property at 396 Clifton Avenue became available and was purchased for $18,500.
Building bids on the new Church ranged from $128,000 to $173,000. Windsor
Associates were hired for the building. In addition, a separate contract was
awarded to Wittie, Inc., for the heating and electrical installation. In May of
1965 the pews, carpets, pulpit, etc., were set up in the Parish Hall to serve as
an interim church. V. Ottilio was contracted to raze the church. Work came to an
unexpected halt with the deaths of Kenneth Huck, engineer, and Carl Loven,
architect. The old building came down on June 3rd. Ground was broken on
Children’s Day, June 13th, by the Rector, Allicia Huck and David Bean. By
August the yellow brick walls began to rise. By December the roof was on. On
February 4, 1966, a third death saddened the Parish: Charles Howard, tenor,
vestryman, and Church School man. On Sunday, March 20th, after the 9:30
service, the cornerstone was laid. By April 5th the huge arched altar window
was in. On May 5th the old bell rang out after a year’s silence. The Dedication
Service led by Bishop Stark was held on June 4th.

On July 31, 1966, the Rev. Mr. Luisa retired after seventeen years as Rector,
the longest tenure of any priest at St. Peter’s. He was elected Rector Emeritus
and given a testimonial dinner at the Robin Hood Inn attended by the entire
parish. He was succeeded as Rector by the Rev. William Van Valkenburgh who
began his ministry in November of 1966. Father Van inaugurated many innova-
tions; one of which was having the children come to the Altar Rail for a blessing
so as not to be left behind at the Communion rites; others were of an ecumenical
nature and the taking of Christianity out of the church into the whole com-
munity. On Dec. 18, 1966, Bishop Rath presided at Father Van’s installation,
presenting him with the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer and the Book of
Canons. Wardens Belli and Whitworth presented the keys of the Church.

Father Van and his family, preferring the larger domicile at 396 Clifton
Avenue, known as *Memorial House,” had to delay their moving in until Decem-
ber 14, because of remodeling and redecorating at a cost of $7500. The original
rectory then became the Parish Office.
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And God saw everything that he made, and,
behold, it was good

In 1968, Father Van pushed forward many community and youth projects.
A young person was to be on each committee. Regular dances were to be
held in the Parish Hall. A Youth Committee was set up with Mr. Howard Gibson
as chairman. Six delegates were appointed to the Passaic-Clifton Council of
Churches. Parishioners were urged to attend urban crisis and Christian Morality
meetings locally and statewide. The Passaic Inter-Faith Committee for Action,
Inc., was assisted.

Eleven lovely memorial windows on the Gospel side were installed by Christ-
mas, in addition to the Old Testament windows which had been placed pre-
viously on the Epistle side. Air conditioner funds continued to grow. The Parish
Hall floor was refinished and the roof repaired. The proposal to illuminate the
beautiful Altar window for night services withered, but St. Margaret’s Guild
underwrote the illumination of the cross in the bell tower — a beacon on
Clifton Avenue. St. Catherine’s Guild undertook the furnishing of new drapes
for the Hall. St. Faith’s Guild’s project was the repair and decorating of the
classrooms in the basement.

The Proposed New Liturgy was tried out during Lent. Advent and Lenten
dime cards changed into quarter cards. A Corporate Communion for Women
and Girls was inaugurated on Mother’s Day; since 1970 it has been held on the
first Sunday in Lent. Vincent Dymek became clerk of the Vestry upon the resig-
nation of Elbert Pratt. Father Van resigned on December 15th.

In 1969 the Rev. Mr. Luisa, layreaders George Bleezarde and Donald Fischer,
and two supply priests, Roger Alling, Jr. and Robert Castle, Jr., kept “church”
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while the screening committee and the Vestry sought a new rector. Carl Edward
Nelson was called. He took residence on September 2nd at 396 Clifton Avenue
with his charming wife and three sons. He instituted two new rituals at Christmas:
the presentation of gifts at the Christ Cradle and the blessing of a favorite toy.
The choir performed magnificently at the Easter and Christmas cantatas and
at the inter-faith concert on Dec. 14th at St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church. The
Y.P.F. was most active with retreats, dances, monthly parties and projects for
the Youth Consultation Service of Newark. They also provided for the cost of

carpets and aluminum siding for the rectory.

Pat and Gordon Lenaz were co-chairmen of the Fair. John Forster created
many original artistic designs for the parish bulletins and newsletters which
Mrs. V. Moorman, who had succeeded Mrs. G. Tallet as Parish Secretary in
1966, edited and distributed with the help of her daughter Cynthia. A Parish
Council under George Bleezarde’s chairmanship was formed with representatives

from every church organization.

In 1970 and 1971 Rev. Nelson led his flock beside the still waters into such
endeavors as healing services with Dr. Price and Father Dixon; and with speakers

on narcotics rehabilitation, on Passaic’s urban needs, and on the Cuban refugees
3
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in Union City. He also serves the Newark Diocese as secretary of its Department
of Christian Social Relations, and serves the community as secretary of the Clifton
Ministerium. An outdoor service was held in Weasel Brook Park on April 26,
1970, while the Ukrainian Church used our facilities. There were union services
on Thanksgiving Eve and on Good Friday. On May 10, 1970, the remaining
stained glass windows on the New Testament side were installed and blessed,

completing the entire series.

The Y.P.F. under the leadership of Cynthia Moorman and Gordon Lenaz
continued its frenetic pace with the opening of its coffeehouse, the paneling
and the painting of the Hall, and with Y.C.S. activities. A church guest register
and an Altar Cross were presented as memorials. One hundred large sized copies
of the Book of Common Prayer were donated by parishioners. Father Nelson
obtained and flew a Betsy Ross flag commemorating our 75th anniversary. The

Fairs, Flea Markets, Suppers, and Eucharistic breakfasts were well supported.

If St. Peter’s is to grow equally towards its 100th in 1996, it will be through
your generous service, purse, and devotion matching that of the “saints” in
these seven-plus decades of history. May you be so inspired when serving and
pledging that your “coal” becomes an even more brilliant gem in the Lord’s

crowi.
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